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Executive Summary

Over the past 18 months, the IAFWA Fur Resources Technical Subcommittee and
trapping work group participants from USDA/APHIS Animal Damage Control, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, and the National Trappers Association have been working to:

1) develop and compile existing data on trap research and testing;
2) identify priority species and trapping systems for additional work;

3) recommend common and consistent protocols for use by agencies or researchers
conducting trap testing so that usefulness and comparability of results are maximized,

4) identify appropriate processes and procedures that could be developed to allow state
wildlife agencies to systematically and objectively improve trapping within their
jurisdictions, including the development of regionally based Best Management Practices
(BMPs) for trapping; and '

5) identify public information and education needs to improve the understanding and
acceptance of trapping programs.

This report summarizes the results of the “first steps” of efforts of the Subcommittee and
the working group to identify, compile, and synthesize data and to conceptualize and design
processes for improving trapping and the welfare of trapped animals in the U.S.

Next steps in this process will require the commitment of agencies and organizations at
the state, regional, and national levels to aggressively move forward in the development of data
and guidelines that can be applied to the improvement of trapping programs and that can be
incorporated into programs of public and trapper education.
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V. Summary of Existing Data on Trap Performance and Use

The work group reviewed existing literature on trap performance and use and
summarized available information. A review of all of the trap literature by species is included in
Appendix A. No data was found for trapping bassarisk or for swift and kit foxes. This section
summarizes the general findings by species for the information contained in Appendix A. It will
be used by the work group in the future to 1) determine whether information is adequate to
proceed with BMP development without additional testing; and 2) determine the best performing
traps for each species or species group.

A species by species summary of trap testing literature follows:

Arctic Fox. Two studies conducted in Canada have focused on Sauvageau 2001-8 (a
killing trap) and the standard No. 1'% Victor coil spring foothold trap. Compound testing
demonstrated that the Sauvageau trap quickly killed 9 of 9 foxes. Most foxes captured in the 12
coil spring trap had only minor injuries when traps were checked daily. (Appendix A).

Badger. Limited research in the western United States indicates #1'2 coil spring traps
with unpadded, laminated, or padded jaws can be used to capture badgers with only minor
injuries. Also, 78% of 45 badgers captured for telemetry research in Illinois using #3 Victor Soft
Catch™ traps had no visible injuries. (Appendix A).

Beaver. Research in Canada, performed under controlled conditions, has shown that
beaver can be killed in <6 minutes on land using standard Conibear 330 and modified (jaws bent
inward) Conibear 280 and 330 traps. When captured underwater in locking snares or in
drowning sets using #3 and #4 Victor foothold traps, beaver die in 5 to 10 minutes due to CO,
narcosis or asphyxiation. Five beaver trapped underwater in modified Conibear 330 traps were
killed in <9 minutes 15 seconds. Lab tests on anesthetized animals have determined the
minimum energy forces required to cause death when delivered via a blow to the head, neck,
thorax, abdomen, or chest. (Appendix A).

Bobcat. Research in the western United States and Michigan has shown that the No. 3
Victor Soft Catch is effective in capturing bobcats with minimal injuries compared to unpadded
traps. Replacement of stock 1.75 springs on Soft Catch traps with No. 3 springs and
modification of pans, linkage, and jaws reduced injury scores and improved trapping success.
(Appendix A).

Coyote. More trap research has been conducted on coyotes than any other furbearer
species. This research has focused primarily on comparing the rate and injuries associated with
different trap types. Additionally, there has been work to evaluate pan tension systems, trap jaw
modifications, swiveling systems, chain length, shock springs, and jaw closure speed. (Appendix
A).

Much of the field testing was done in the western United States and Canada, with only a
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few studies in the East. Many of the trap studies compared the performance of the No. 3 Victor
Soft Catch to other types of unpadded traps.

The most significant conclusion from these studies is that coyotes captured in padded
traps have fewer and less severe injuries than those captured in unpadded traps. Reduction in
injury is exemplified by fewer broken bones, cut tendons and ligaments, and periosteal abrasions.
Recent research suggests that capture rates for padded traps are similar to those for unpadded
models. Several types of pan tension devices have been evaluated on a variety of coyote traps
and all have been effective in reducing nontarget captures. A summary of the major research
findings on injury and capture rates for seven types of traps tested by USDA’s National Wildlife
Research Center is shown in Table 1:

Table 1. Summary of trap testing results for coyotes for seven traps tested by the USDA National
Wildlife Research Center.

Median Capture
Trap Type Test States N!  Injury Score? Rate’
Sterling MJ600 CA,TX,ID 68 80.0 94
No. 3 Northwoods CA,TX,ID 59 80.0 95
Victor 3NM TX 33 60.0 95
Heimbrock Special CA, TX 30 80.0 94
Standard No. 3 Soft Catch CA,ORNVMT, 53 15.0 95
WY, 0OK,NM, TX
Modified No, 3 Soft Catch CA 60 15.0 97
No. 3% EZ Grip CA,TX,CO 65 10.0 88

'N = sample size for calculating injury score using ISO (International Organization for Standardization) Trauma
Scale.
2 Median score for trap related injuries, based on standardized point scale for injuries.
3 Capture rate = percent of animals captured of potential captures (target animals captured plus identifiable
escapes).

Fisher. Various killing traps have been evaluated for capturing fisher in Canada.
Compound testing has shown that the Bionic trap cocked to 8 notches consistently kills fisher in
<1 minute. The mechanical characteristics of modified (stronger springs) Conibear 220 and
Sauvageau 2001-8 traps exceed the kill threshold established for fisher, but the standard
Conibear 220 and AFK Kania traps do not. Double strikes (head/neck and thorax) with a
modified Conibear 220 trap equipped with 280 springs killed 5 of 6 fishers (avg. time to
unconsciousness =51 + 13 sec.). Cage traps were used to capture 35-95% of the fishers trapped
annually in Massachusetts from 1980-1988. (Appendix A).
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Gray Fox. Limited research has been done in the eastern United States comparing the
standard No. 1%z Victor coil-spring with the No. 1% Soft Catch. Results of these studies indicate
no difference in capture efficiency between trap type and reduced injuries for foxes captured in
padded traps. (Appendix A).

Gray Wolf. Wolf traps have been evaluated in Alaska, Minnesota, and Wisconsin.
Custom-made No. 14 Newhouse long spring traps with offset, toothed jaws were effective and
caused the least injuries compared to other trap types. Suggested methods for reducing injury
included shortened chains, center-mounting of the chain, and the use of tranquilizer tabs.
(Appendix A).

Lynx. Footsnares, foothold traps, and kill traps have been evaluated for capturing lynx in
Canada. Compound testing has shown that the modified 330 Conibear can consistently kill lynx
in <3 minutes. Modified Fremont footsnares caused less injury when compared to Soft Catch
traps. (Appendix A).

Marten. Several studies have been conducted in Canada to evaluate the performance of
killing traps for capturing marten. Compound testing has shown that the standard Conibear 110
and 120 traps fail to consistently kill marten in <5 minutes. In comparison, 13 of 14 marten
caught in the C120 Magnum trap equipped with a pitchfork trigger had an average time to
unconsciousness of <68 sec. Field tests indicated the C120 Magnum placed in elevated box sets
was as efficient as foothold traps for harvesting marten. In Ontario, wire box traps and the
Conibear 120 had similar selectivity, but box traps were less efficient. The most efficient and
selective set for marten utilized a killing trap placed in a "Trapper's Box" on a horizontal pole.
(Appendix A).

Mink. Research in Canada performed under controlled conditions has shown that mink
can be killed in <3 minutes on land using the C120 Magnum trap with a pan trigger, the Bionic
trap with a 6 cm bait cone, or the C180 trap with a pan trigger. However, terrestrial sets
employing the standard Conibear 110 and 120 fail to consistently kill mink in <5 minutes. Lab
tests on anesthetized animals have determined the minimum energy forces required to cause
death when delivered via a blow to the head, neck, thorax, and abdomen. When captured in
drowning sets using foothold traps, mink die in <4 minutes, but most wet drown. During field
tests in British Columbia and Newfoundland, the C120 Magnum with a pan trigger was as
efficient for capturing mink as the Conibear 120 and standard foothold traps. (Appendix A).

Muskrat. Muskrat traps have been evaluated in Louisiana, New Jersey, and Canada.
Lab tests on anesthetized animals have determined the minimum energy forces required to cause
death when delivered via a blow to the head, neck, thorax, and abdomen. Death occurs in <4
minutes if Conibear 110 traps are used underwater, but standard Conibear 110 and 120 traps fail
to consistently kill muskrats in <5 minutes when used on land. Muskrats caught in modified (18
kg springs) Conibear 110 traps on land died in <3 minutes 20 seconds. Controlled experiments
have shown muskrats taken in drowning sets using #1% long spring traps die in <5 minutes 15
seconds, and about half have no injuries. A New Jersey field study determined the Victor #1 VG
Stoploss with padded jaws caused significantly less damage to limbs of trapped muskrats
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compared to the unpadded #1 VG Stoploss; both traps captured and held muskrats equally well
in drowning sets. Other studies have found that Conibear traps are usually more efficient and
selective for harvesting muskrats than standard footholds. (Appendix A).

Nutria. Field tests have been conducted in Louisiana and Great Britain to evaluate the
efficiency of nutria traps. In the marshes of Louisiana, the #1%2 and #2 Victor long spring traps
proved to be more efficient for capturing nutria than the Conibear 220. Also, 69-91% of the
animals caught in foothold traps were alive at the time of trap check and could be released. In
Great Britain, large cage traps set on rafts caught significantly more nutria and about half the
number of non-target animals compared with those set on land. (Appendix A).

Opossum. Restraining traps for the opossum have been evaluated on a limited basis in
the eastern United States, Washington, and Alabama. Research indicates: 1) no difference in
efficiency between the #1'2 Victor coil spring and the #1'2 Victor Soft Catch, 2) significantly
lower injury scores for opossums captured in padded foothold traps compared with unpadded
models, and 3) offset jaws can reduce the frequency of bone fractures compared with non-offset
versions. Several types of pan tension devices have been evaluated on a variety of coyote traps
and all have been effective in reducing accidental opossum captures. Killing traps (e.g. Conibear
120 and 220) appear to be more efficient for capturing opossums when placed in boxes on the
ground rather than above ground level. (Appendix A).

Raccoon. Killing and restraining traps for raccoons have been extensively researched in
the United States and Canada. Controlled lab tests have been conducted on anesthetized animals
to determine the minimum energy forces a killing trap must deliver to cause death via a blow to
the head, neck, and chest. Also, limited data about the effects of clamping force have been
obtained. (Appendix A).

Research on various killing traps conducted in enclosures indicates raccoons can not be
consistently killed in <5 minutes using standard Conibear 220, 280 (with pan trigger), and 330
traps. However, about 60% of the animals captured in the 220 and 280 die in <4 minutes.
Investigations on immobilized raccoons have shown that the Sauvageau 2001-8 and a modified
(extra clamping bar) Conibear 280 have the potential to consistently render animals irreversibly
unconscious in <4 minutes, but not in <3 minutes. In a separate lab study the average time to
unconsciousness for 4 of 5 immobilized raccoons caught in the BMI™ 160 (a rotating-jaw trap
similar to Conibear) was 172 + 16 seconds; the remaining animal was euthanized after 5 minutes.
The raccoon capture efficiency of the Conibear 220 may be comparable to or better than some
restraining traps under certain environmental conditions, but in other instances it may not.

Results from 1 enclosure and 13 field studies of restraining traps for raccoons are
available. This research has focused on comparing the capture rate and injuries associated with
different trap types. The majority of the field testing was done in the eastern United States with
only a few studies in the west and Canada.

Injury data from these investigations are difficult to compare because scoring systems
have varied and several studies report only on injuries to the trapped limb. A significant
conclusion has been that most of the serious injuries observed are due to self-mutilation. Results
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are somewhat mixed, but the available information indicates padded traps fail to preclude this
behavior in raccoons and thus do not significantly reduce iri;ary scores compared with unpadded
traps. Padded traps also appear to be less efficient for capturing raccoons than unpadded
versions. However, #1 size jaw traps (both padded and unpadded) do reduce the frequency of
self-mutilation and are as efficient as comparable #1'% size models. Foot snares have been used
to trap raccoons with some reduction in injuries, but their efficiency is significantly lower than
standard foothold traps.

The only restraining trap tested to date that significantly reduces the frequency of self-
mutilation and the severity of injuries to trapped raccoons compared with padded and unpadded
jaw traps is the EGG™. The mean total injury score (based on a modified Olsen scale) assigned
to raccoons caught in the EGG in an Illinois field study was 68 compared with 116 for those
trapped with the #1 coil spring. The EGG has a raccoon capture efficiency which exceeds that of
the unpadded #1 coil spring and at least equals that of box traps.

River Otter. Various restraining traps for the live-capture of otters have been evaluated
in Newfoundland, Idaho, Minnesota, Louisiana, and the eastern United States. Capture success
with Hancock traps has varied depending on the season and setting techniques. In
Newfoundland, Bailey traps proved ineffective. A recent study compared unpadded Victor #11
double long spring and modified (heavier spring added) Victor #1%2 Soft Catch traps for catching
otters for relocation. Fewer severe injuries were noted in animals captured with the Soft Catch
trap, but there was no difference in frequency or severity of dental injuries between trap types.
No published research on killing traps for river otter is available. (Appendix A).

Red Fox. Numerous studies have been conducted in the United States, Canada, Sweden,
and Australia to evaluate the performance of leghold traps and snares for capturing red fox under
a variety of environmental conditions.

The No. 1% Victor coil spring is the most common trap used to capture foxes in North
America. Several studies have compared the performance of this trap to the No. 1%z Soft Catch.
In general, the padded No. 1%z Soft Catch has proved to be as effective as its unpadded
counterparts. Also, padded traps cause fewer and less serious injuries. Foot snares have proved
to be effective devices for capturing foxes in the powder snow conditions of northern Sweden.
Plastic footsnares were also effective in reducing trap-relate injuries. Limited testing of power
snares indicates that foxes can be rendered unconscious within six minutes. (Appendix A).

Striped Skunk. Three studies (2 in the United States and 1 in Canada) indicate leg
injuries to striped skunks captured in standard and padded foothold traps are extensive due to a
high frequency of self-mutilation. A field study in Ontario revealed skunks can be captured with
few injuries using the Novak foot snare, but this trap has a low capture rate and an unacceptable
level of efficiency. Several types of pan tension devices have been evaluated on a variety of
coyote traps and all have been effective in reducing accidental skunk captures. (Appendix A).

Weasel. Research data on traps commonly used for harvesting weasels in North America
are not available. One killing trap (the Fenn) has been used successfully to capture weasels in
New Zealand. (Appendix A).
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Wolverine. Only one study is published on a technique for capturing wolverines. This
study evaluated the log traps-which captured 12 Idaho wolverines with no reported injuries.
(Appendix A).



14 IAFWA « March 1997

VI. Priority species and trapping systems for research and testing

The trap testing needs for twenty-three species of furbearers were prioritized and
assessed, considering criteria for the species such as: 1) the type and proportion of trapping
systems predominantly used; 2) the total harvest in this country; 3) the importance to trappers; 4)
the amount and type of economic damage caused; 5) the urgency and opportunity for additional
work from the biologists' perspective; and 6) and the availability and quality of data from past
trap research programs.

First, a systematic approach to ranking furbearer species' priority for trap research was
used that incorporated some of the variables suggested by Todd (1987), as further developed by
the FRTS (Table 2.). This process required the relative ranking and scoring of these criteria
using available data and professional judgements. These sources of data included the trap use
and ownership study from 1992, the fur harvest summaries compiled annually by the FRTS, data
collected by the FRTS regarding furbearer nuisance and damage problems, and the assessment of
existing data on trap performance.

These species were then placed in one of three priority categories: high, medium, and
low, based on their relative rankings and the need to accomplish critical research in the next three
to five years (Table 3.).

The relative sense of urgency or opportunity to accomplish this research was based on
several considerations, such as whether or not the species was listed on the EU fur regulation, the
amount of environmental damage at risk if the species is not controlled in the future, and whether
the trapping systems currently used are particularly troublesome due to unique habitat conditions,
or where it appears that a superior trap is now widely available. For example, the relative ranking
for pine marten was relatively low based on scores alone, but because a widely available killing
trap appears to be at least as efficient and likely more humane, the committee felt that immediate
testing was necessary prior to making the recommendation in a BMP. Species that received high
marks for urgency or opportunity include raccoon, nutria, gray fox, beaver, mink, wolf, pine
marten, swift fox, and fisher. Also, the committee gave additional weight to species that had
very little existing data on trap performance. For this reason, nutria, opossum, muskrat, striped
skunk, gray fox, mink, fisher, bassarisk, wolverine, and weasel were given extra consideration.

This prioritized list of trap research needs for the United States along with existing
information on performance of traps will be used to identify gaps in trapping data for the various
regions and for specific traps, especially new technology.
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Table 2.

Priority rankirfgs based only on composite species scores (CSS) using a variation of the method developed

by Todd (1987). CSS scores were calculated from data on type of traps most commonly used (system), total
harvest, trapper preference (presumed to be based on a combination of pelt value, abundance, ease of capture), and
amount of damage to property and the need for damage control.

Trapping Trapper Composite Species
Priority Species System' | Harvest! | Preference® | Damage * Score (CSS)*

1 Raccoon 4 5 5 5 19
2 Coyote 5 4 4 5 18
3 Fox, Red 5 4 5 3 17
4 Nutria S 5 2 4 16
5 Opossum 4 5 3 3 15
6 Muskrat 1 5 S 4 15
7 Beaver 1 4 4 5 14
8 Bobcat 5 3 4 2 14
9 Fox, Gray 5 4 4 1 14
10 Skunk 5 3 2 4 14
11 Mink 3 4 5 1 13
12 Badger 5 3 2 2 12
13 Marten 3 3 3 1 10
14 Bassarisk S 3 1 1 10
15 Wolf 5 1 2 2 10
16 Otter 3 2 3 2 10
17 Lynx 5 2 2 1 10
18 Fox, Swift/Kit 5 2 1 1 9
19 Fisher 3 2 3 1 9
20 Fox, Arctic 5 1 1 1 8
21 Wolverine 3 1 2 1 7
2 |

'“Trapping System” ratings (on a 5-point scale) were from: 1 = primarily captured in killing or submersion
sets, up to: 5 = primarily captured in standard leghold traps on land, based on the judgement of the
IAFWA Fur Resources Technical Subcommittee
2 “Harvest” = ranking of total U.S. harvest for 1976-77, 1981-82, 1986-87, and 1991-92, where 1 = lowest
harvest and 5 = highest harvest
“Trapper Preference” = % of trappers listing species as one of four most important (1 = 0%; 2 = >0<5%;
3 =>5<20%; 4 = >20<30%; 5 => 30%)
“Damage” = ranking of relative damage to property as judged by IAFWA Fur Resources Technical
Subcommittee on a 5-point scale, with 1 = lowest damage and 5 = greatest damage
5 “Composite Species Score” (CSS) based on a method described by Todd (1987). In this exercise, all
criteria were given equal weight in calculating the composite score.
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Table 3. Recommended trap testing priorities from the trapping work group based on the CSS scores summarized in
Table 1, and on a more subjective analysis by the work group of the amount and quality of existing data
and the urgency or opportunity for additional work.

Recommended Trap Testing Priorities, by Species
High Priority Medium Priority Low Priority
Raccoon Beaver Canada Lynx
Coyote Bobcat Bassarisk (Ring-tailed Cat)
R«J Fox Opossum Arctic Fox
Nutria Striped Skunk Wolverine
Muskrat Gray Wolf Weasels
Gray Fox Badger
Mink River Otter
Pine Marten Swift/Kit Fox

Fisher
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VII. Recommended trap testing protocols

The work group recognized the need to recommend appropriate and consistent trap
testing protocols so that results of trap testing would be scientifically and statistically valid, as
well as directly comparable from study to study.

After reviewing trap testing protocols proposed by the International Organization for
Standardization (ISO), the Canadian General Standards Board (CGSB), and the
EU/Canada/Russia/United States quadrilateral process, the work group recommends that the ISO
approach (which is the basis for the other efforts) be followed by those testing traps in the U.S.

The ISO standards for trap testing are currently Draft International Standards in the form
of approved Committee Drafts (CDs). ISO/CD 10990-5, entitled Animal (Mammal) Traps - Part
5. Methods for Testing Restraining Traps, is a standard to provide test methods for performance
evaluation of restraining traps in the areas of animal welfare, capture efficiency, selectivity, and
user safety. ISO/CD 10990-4, entitled Animal (Mammal) Traps - Part 4. Methods for Testing
Killing Traps, is a similar document relating to killing traps.

Both documents have been approved by consensus by the 15 Participating countries
involved in this standard, including the U.S., and will be circulated for review and approval by
all member countries of ISO later this year.

These documents set forth appropriate trap testing protocols to ensure uniformity
throughout the world in how animal trap performance is tested for capture efficiency, selectivity,
user safety, and animal welfare. The testing protocols include standard definitions, sampling and
replication guidelines, laboratory and field testing procedures, pathological examination
procedures, selectivity testing, capture efficiency testing, user safety evaluation, and standardized
reporting formats.

Threshold values are not identified in an ISO Testing Methodology Standard. However,
informative scales related to physical trauma are included in these Committee Drafts as examples
of scientifically measurable criteria that might be useful to those involved with trap testing.

These ISO CDs have considerable support from the nations involved in this work. It is
expected that these CDs will be approved by ISO in 1997.
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VIIIL. Public education needs and strategies: Summary

The trapping work group discussed public knowledge and understanding of trapping
programs and how problems of the public’s lack of knowledge, misconceptions, and
misinformation could be addressed. The discussion was facilitated by Brian Hay of Paragon
Corporation, a Reputation Management Consultant based in Toronto, Ontario, who has had
considerable experience with this issue. Following is a brief summary of that discussion:

Demographic population changes within the United States since the Second World War,
including increasing urbanization, have resulted in less direct personal contact and experience
with the land for an increasing majority of American residents. This has translated into a lack of
understanding and appreciation of natural habitats and of rural lifestyles, including trapping,
hunting, and fishing.

Lack of public awareness, appreciation, or understanding of natural habitats and wildlife
populations, and of the encroachment of humanity on wild areas and encounters with resurging
populations of many wild animal species, have contributed to public misunderstanding of
trapping as a management tool. Increased distancing of human populations from a direct and
visible reliance on “the land” have also reduced public understanding of trapping as a lifestyle
choice or an economic contribution to many rural families or those who retain close ties to the
land.

In addition, there has been a dramatic change in the role of government agencies
regarding the decisions made about the use of natural resources. No longer are agencies able to
use scientific/practical experience alone to justify decisions, especially those that increase public
access to and use of wildlife populations. In the public arena, input from the public has become
nearly as important in the decision-making process on some issues as professional expertise. In
some states with initiative petition processes, the authority of wildlife agencies has been
completely usurped at the ballot box, completely by-passing the traditional role of government
agencies.

Given the importance of trapping to management programs and to individuals, it is
appropriate and necessary to increase the level of public understanding of wildlife populations
and habitats, wildlife interactions with human populations, outdoor lifestyles, and the role and
utilization of hunting and trapping therein. The work group will work with other committees of
the IAFWA, as well as other agencies and organizations with an interest in wildlife management,
to achieve this goal.

A program of information and education must be developed to reach key audiences
within the general population. There is no integrated plan by government agencies to provide
timely, useful, accurate public information and education on fur resource or wildlife management
and use issues. Opinions and knowledge of key publics must be assessed on a regular basis to
monitor changes and measure effectiveness of programs and messages. Key audiences must be
identified, and their interests, positions and concerns defined, addressed, and monitored. Key
themes and messages need to be developed for each audience group.
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Selected agency and organization personnel should be provided with effective media and
public communications training. Results of research and BMP development efforts should be
included as available in communications materials. The program should use synergy with other
related programs to multiply benefits and increase effectiveness while reducing costs.
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IX. Next steps

Trapping programs continue to be essential wildlife management tools in most countries
of the world. This includes the U. S., but also includes Europe where much of the opposition to
trapping is strongest, yet where considerable trapping is done to control damage to agriculture,
and to dikes, dams and water control structures

Management agencies and trappers must be responsible about addressing legitimate
issues involving the welfare of captured animals wherever possible, and must be willing to
develop and adopt scientifically proven improvements in trapping devices and methods. Unless
management agencies quickly take the initiative to advance the understanding and application of
improvements in trapping, national and world opinion will result in actions that take away the
opportunity and the option to use these important tools in management programs.

Specific recommendations from the work group include:

1) Aggressively pursue the highest priority trap testing, by species, to scientifically establish
what methods and devices will and will not be effective, efficient, safe, and selective while
improving the welfare of trapped animals;

2) Begin immediately to use the best available information and the results of testing to
develop a set of trapping Best Management Practices (BMPs) that can be regionally adapted
to the diversity of species, climate, and terrain present in this country;

3) Facilitate the understanding and adoption of BMPs by members of the public who use
traps so that the welfare of animals captured in trapping programs is improved while human
safety, trapping efficiency, and selectivity are also maintainde; and

4) Effectively involve, communicate with, and educate the public so that information and
cultural gaps are identified and a more thorough understanding and acceptance of trapping is
developed.

Effective accomplishment of these recommendations will require a significant
commitment of financial and human resources; they cannot be accomplished by any individual
state or federal agency alone. The Technical Subcommittee and Trapping Work Group intend to
pursue options to form partnerships and to develop financial support for pursuing these
recommendations.

Literature Cited (see Appendix for trap testing literature cited)

Todd, A.W. 1987. A method of prioritizing furbearer species for research and development in
humane capture methods as applied in Canada. Wildl. Soc. Bull. 15:372-380
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